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FRUIT  AND  VEGETA3LE  BRANCH 
ADMI'NIS  T RAT I VE  LETTER  NO,  ! 


NOTES: 

Mr.  Paul  Mi  Williams  has  received  word  that  his  son,  Lieutenant  Paul  Melvin 
"Tilliams  of  the  Marine  Corps,,  was  killed  in  action,  on.  March. 9»    A  letter 'written  by 
Lieutenant  Williams  on  March  7  stated  that  lie  was  on  Iwo-  Jima. 

E.  A.  Meyer,  Chief, 

VEGETABLE  MARKETING  DIVISION 

'VEGETABLE  SUPPLIES 

Acreage  reported  in  March  on  truck  crops  for  harvest  mostly  in  April,  May  and 
June  is  2  per  cent  below  that  of  19hU»     Indications  are  for  continuing  heavy  supplies 
of  carrots  during  the  next  month  or  two.     Some  surpluses  of  old  crop  carrots  are  re- 
ported in  New  York  and  Maine,     Canners  are  taking  considerable  quantities  of  winter 
crop  carrots  but  it  has  been  necessary  to  make  some  purchases  in  Texas  for  relief 
distribution  in  an  effort  to  support  the  market.     Beets  continue  in  heavy  supply. 
Old  crop  onions  are  in  surplus  chiefly  in  New  York~State.     The  expected  large  Texas 
crop  wil Improbably  be  moving  in  volume  before  April  lj?».   -Cabbage  is  still  in  heavy- 
supply  although  dry  weather  in  Florida  is  reported , to  be  "curtailing  yields.  Heavy 
imports  of  tomatoes  from  Mexico  are  expected  to  continue,  during  April.    A  very  large 
production  is  expected  in  Texas.     Movement  will  start  early  in  April  and  will',  be 
heavy  in  late  April,  May  and  early  June.     Lettuce  and  good  quality  snap  beans  are 
at  ceiling  prices.     Celery  is  in  good  demand.     The  report  on  sweetpotato  intended 
acreage  indicates  a  reduction  from  last  year  and  assuming  average~~yieTds  a  crop  of 
about  61,000,000  bushels' will  be  produced.      This  compares  with  about  72,000,000 
bushels- produced  in  19^4+  and  a  10-year  average  (1933*"^2)  of  67,000,000  bushels* 
The  Branch  is  recommending  steps  to  encourage  increased  planting, 

W0  120  -  :  ■ 

Effective  12:01  a.m, ,  March  21,  Yfar  Food  Order  120,3  on  potatoes  was  amended 
excluding  the  State  of  Colorado  from  its  provisions •     This  action  v/as  taken  because 
the  remaining  supply  of ' potatoes  of  a  quality  suitable  for  either  fresh  use  or  de- 
hydration was  very  small  and" widely  scattered, 

PERSONNEL'  ,  .      •  . 

Mr,  John'P,.  Capus  has  transferred  from  the  Vegetable  Marketing  Division  in 
TTashington  where  he  has  been  engaged  on  market  programs  work  since  the  spring  of 
19l\2»    He  has  returned  to  the  Market  News  Division  and  will  again  be  stationed  in 
Philadelphia,     '      -  ,  . 


-  2.  -    Administrative  Letter  No.  27 


GROTJER^PRICSS  0F_ VEGETABLES  FOR  £ANNING  1^19^5 

Grower  support  prices  for  corn,  peas,  tomatoes,  and  snap  beans  were  announced 
by  the  War  Food  Administrator  on  February  lL|.,  and  the  canners'  certification  pro- 
gram on  these  four  vegetables  distributed  through  the  State  AAA  offices  shortly 
after  this  date. 

Designated  prices  on  the  principal  remaining  vegetables  for  canning  have  been 
announced  at  the  same  level  as  19-^4-  except  for  cabbage  for  kraut  which  is  $15«00  per 
ton.     The  designated  prices  will  be  used  by  OPA  in  fixing -the  maximum  raw  material 
costs  to  be  reflected  in  the  19^5  ceiling  prices  of  the  canned  product*     In  com- 
puting individual  ceiling  prices  canners  will  reflect  their  actual  costs  of  raw 
material  not  to  exceed  the  prices  designated. 

If  canners  desire  to  participate  in  the  Tifar  Food  Administration's  19U5  support 
program,  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  apply  for  certification  to  their  Agri- 
cultural Conservation  Committee,     If  a  s  ubsidy  program  is  authorized,  certification 
will  also  be  necessary  for  eligibility.    Certification  is  on  an  individual  commodity 
basis  on  the  support  program  while  the  subsidy  program  will  require  that  canners  be^ 
certified  on  all  of  the  four  commodities  (peas,  snap  beans,   corn,  and  tomatoes)  at 
all  plants  in  order  to  receive  payments  on  any  one  commodity.     Canners  may  qualify 
for  certification  by  presenting    satisfactory  evidence  that  they  have  contracted  or 
attempted  to  contract  with  growers  for  vegetables  at  not  less  than  the  maximum  sup- 
port or  designated  prices  established  by  the  War  Food  Administrator, 

L.  S.  Fenn,  Chief. 

FRESH  PRODUCTS  STANDARDIZATION  AND  INSPECTION  DIVISION 

MONTHLY  REPORT_BY  DESTINATION  OFFICE_  OF_A?PEAL  HISPECTIONS 

Some  destination  offices  are  failing  to  comply  with • instructions  in  Administra- 
tive Letter  No.  22  of  January  19,  19^5  with  reference  to  Receiving  Market  Handbook 
circular  Part  I,  page  55a  an(i  paragraph  2I4O  which  advises  that: 

"Y.'hen  appeal  inspections  have  been  made,  an  additional  sheet  should  be  attach- 
ed to  the  monthly  report  giving  a  tabulation  of  appeal  inspections  made  during  the 
momth.     This  tabulation  should  include  car  number,  certificate  number,  commodity, 
originating  state,  whether  sustained  or  reversed,  and  date,"- 

Some  offices  have  failed  to  send  in  this  information  for  December  19UU,  also 
January  and  February:  19^5* 

^^ING_RECORDS_OF  m^PHONE  REPORTS 

"Then  a  telephone  report  is  made  giving  results  of  inspections,  it  is  very  im- 
portant that  there  be  a  record  of  the  time  such  a  report  was  made'-.     Failure  to  fol- 
low this  Instruction  has  caused'  embarrassment  in  a  recent  P.  A.  C.  A.  case.    Part  I 
of  Receiving  Uarket  Handbook,  paragraph  69  reads:    "...The  inspector  must  always  be 
able  to  defend  himself  in  case  the  applicant  claims  other  facts  than  those  shown  by 
the  inspection.     Telephone  reports  should  be  made  only  from  the  inspector's  notes 
or  from  the"  certificate  vhich  has  been  prepared  and  never  £r^m_m£m£ry#    1;^en  such  n 
report  has  been  given, :  notation  should  be  made  on  either  the  inspection  notes  or 
the  rough  draft  of  the  certificate  showing  the  name_°.f  Jbhe  p er son  to  whom  the  tele- 
phone report  was  made,  date  and  hour,  and  the  £S£ential  facts  glVen.  The  same  should 
be  done  in  the  case  of  ve"rbal"~reporTs  made  from  the  notes.    All  such  notations 
should  be  initialed  by  the  person  making  the  report.     Example:     'Reported  by  'phone 
to  John  Doe  11:15  a.m.,  November -25,  Apples  firm,  2/3  to  full  color,  J>%  stings  and 
punctures.     Lot  grades  Washington  Extra  Fancy.     (Initials ). ♦"' 

NOTES 

Arthur  J.  Gausman  has  reported  to  the  San  Francisco  office  to  work  under  the  super- 
vision of  R,  C.  Lindstrom.     Forrest  Rhodes  has  reported  to  the  Los  Angeles  office 
to  work  under  the  supervision  of  Lr.  J.  Bertush.  g(  Conklin,  Chief. 
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FRUIT  l.IARKETING  DIVISION 

EASTERN  APPLE  PURCHASE 

Through  March  27,  LfiS&k  bushels  of  Eastern  apples  have  been  purchased  for  the 
school  lunch  program  and  for  other  approved  uses.     Of  this  quantity    111  039  bushels 
-ere  U    S.  No.  1,  2-2  lA  inches  in  diameter  at  §1.50  per  bushel,  and  324,655 
bushels  were  Combination  U.  S.  No.  1  and  U.  S.  Utility  or  better  grades     .  Vkjncha 
minimum    diameter  at  $1.75  per  bushel.     The  purchase  area  now  comprises  the  States 
of  Virginia    Vfest  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  New  fork,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Michigan,  and  the  New  England  States.    Further  purchases  are  being  made. 

MAKETING  AGREEMENT  AND  ORDER  PR0GR/1IS 

 ^hVYrar~F~od  Administrator  has  announced  the  results  of  the  recent  referenda 

held  SMomr  Georgia  peach  producers  and  among  California  Bartlett  pear,  plum,  and 
pllberta  peach  producers,  to  determine  whether  these  growers  favored  continuation  of 
Ixe  marketing  agreement  and  order  programs   covering  these  fruits.     Of  the  growers 
voting:  in  the  referendum  on  the  marketing  agreement  and  order  program  covering  fresh 
Georgia  peaches,  continuation  was  favored  by  93  per  cent  of  the  growers  representing 
96  peV  cent  of  the  tonnage  voted.     Of  the  growers  voting  in  the  referendum  on  the  - 
marketing  agreement  and  order  program  covering  California  fresh  Bartlett  pears,  plus, 
and  Elberta  peaches,  continuation  was  favored  by  92  per  cent  of  the  peach  growers 
(93  per  cent,  of  , the  tonnage),  .9.1  per  pent  of  the  plum  growers  (9k  per  cent  of  the 
iomajfe)'/  and  93  P^r  cent^  oT^he  pear^ ^grower s  (92  per  cent  of  the  tonnage).  The 
issuance  of  regulations  under  these  programs  for  the  19U5  season,  nowever,  will  de- 
pend  upon  grower  prices, 

isPFLE  CONTAINERS  TO  BE  SAVED  "  . 

""'     ~The~Sch ooT  Lun^h  and  Distribution  Branch  is  urging,  through  its  Regional 
Offices,  all  distributing  agencies  to  salvage  the  estimated  750,000  apple  packages 
that  are  expected  to  be  used  in  the  distribution  of  apples  purchased  for  the  school 
lunch  program. 


DRIED  FRUITS 


Katero"l  condition  dried  fruits  produced  in  Y)Ux  end  acquired  by  Uest  Coast 
packers  es  of  Earch  15,  1<&!>  ™«  reported  as  follows  in  tons:    apples  lU.nll  "pri? 
cots  25,717,  peaches  26,1+86,  pears  3,616,  prunes  l6^53U,  and  raisins  307,021. 
Slight  reductions  in  some  of  the  quantities,  as  cohered  with  those  previously  re- 
ported, are  accounted  for  ..by  adjustments  for  inter-packcr  exchanges. 

On  March  23,  packers'  remaining  stocks  of  dried  apricots,  peaches  and  pears 
were  released  under  kTO  16  for  distribution  in  civilian  trade  channels.  Cl-iBWrt 
-eencies  were  advised  in  advance  that  such  action  would  be  taken  with  respect  to  all 
qSnStlel  of  these  fruits  not  under  contract  by  March  15;    This  -^"de^va.l- 
able  approximately  350  tons  of  dried  apricots,  2^3  tons  of  peaches  and  310  tons  of 
pears  in  addition  to  previous  releases.     The  total  tons  of  those  dried  xruits  re 
leased  for  civilian  use  during  the  current  marketing  season  are  approximately  7 ,tiW 
tons  of  apricots,  11,1|00  tons  of  peaches  and  2,000  tons  of  pears. 

D.  F.  Hcllillen,  Acting  Chief. 


MARKET  KI7.7S  DIVISION 


TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIONS 


Location 


In  Charge 


Commodity 


probable  Opening 
and  Closing  Dates 


Belle  Glade,  Fla. 
TJest  Lake  Ro^ad 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
Ul2  p.  0.  Bldg. 

H  ammond,  La. 

Hastings,  Fla. 

Lakeland,  Fla... 
P.  0.  Box  .191 

Laredo,  Texas 

pho  enix  ,  l^r  i  z  • 

602  Security  Bldg. 

plant  City,  Fla. 
P. .0.  Box  hh9 

Presque  Isle,  Maine 
Federal  Bldg. 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 
300  Terminal  Bldg. 

Sanford,  Florida 
State  Farmers  Mkt. 

Tveslaco,  Texas 

Post  Office  Bldg... 


D.  R.  Hell 


C.B.  Miller 


B.  I.  Burr ell 


J.  II.  Roberts 


H.  F.  Vfill son 


E.  E.  Paulson 


J.  A.  Hunter 


R.  11.  Peterson 


S.  *7.  Russell 


A. . L.  Thomas 


CD.  Sherman 


Misc.  Vegs. 

Misc.  F  &  V 

Strawberries 

Potatoes 

Citrus 
Onions 

Lettuce 

Strawberries 

Potatoes 

Misc.  F  &  V 

Celery 


Mar.  26  -  May  15 

Oct.  31  -  Apr.  15 
Mar.  19  -  May  1? 
;.pr.  7  -  May  19 

Oct,  9  -  June  20. 
Apr.,  9  -  Apr.  27 

Mar.  1  -  Apr.  21 

Feb.  2  -  May  1 

Sept.  12  -  Apr.  30 

Aug.  28  -  May  31 

Jan.  28  -  May  31 


L.  N.  Gillespie        Citrus  &  Vegs.      Oct.  16  -  }$ay 


C.  D.  Schoolcraft,  Chief. 


